Attributions reported by 115 mothers and 122 adolescents were examined as they related to ram@ conflict. Subjects completed measures of parent-adolescent conflict (Issues Checklis~ Conflict Behavior Questionnaire) and the Mother-Adolescent Attribution Questionnaire. The results revealed that parent-adolescent conflict correlated with mothers" and teenagers' negative attributions. Specifically, self-reported conflict was positively correlated with mothers' and teenagers' beliefi that one another's negative behavior was intentiona~ selfish~ motivated, and blameworthy.
Conflicts between adolescents and their parents can be frequent and intense, and can have potentially debilitating consequences for family members (Forehand, Brody, Slotkin, Fauber, McCombs, & Long, 1988; Forehand, Long, Brody, & Fauber, 1986; Silverberg & Steinberg, 1987; Slater & Haber, 1984) . As a result, research attention has been directed toward identifying variables that might cause normal conflict to escalate to clinically significant levels.
Behaviorally oriented researchers have established a link between problem-solving deficits, poor communication skills, and high levels of parent-adolescent conflict (Prinz, Foster, Kent, & O'Leary, 1979; Robin & Canter, 1984; Robin & Weiss, 1980) . However, it is believed that these variables alone do not adequately account for the intensity and frequency of family conflicts. Additional variables that have been theoretically implicated in conflict escalation but have received relatively little empirical attention are the role of cognitive variables in conflicts between teenagers and their parents (Robin & Foster, 1989; Vincent Roehling & Robin, 1986 Cognitive variables refers to broad classifications of beliefs such as expectations or attributions regarding behavior. These variables represent covert behavior that may function as antecedents to or consequences of other covert or overt behavior. Expectations are defined as covert behaviors that precede a response and relate to the likelihood that a response will occur, whereas attributions are covert behaviors that follow a response and involve explanations of the behavior or event (Robin & Foster, 1989) . For example, rigid expectations might include beliefs that teenagers should always be obedient (Vincent Roehling & Robin, 1986) whereas negative attributions might consist of explaining a behavior as selfishly motivated. Rigid or negative cognitions are thought to affect family conflict by promoting inflexible communication (Robin & Foster, 1989) , anger (Hotaling, 1980, and ineffective conflict resolution (Fincham & Bradbury, 1988; Robin & Foster, 1989) .
Studies examining the relationships between cognitive variables and parent-adolescent conflict suggest that among clinic-referred families, teenagers, and their fathers evidence distorted beliefs about one another's be: havior, as measured by the Family Beliefs Inventory (FBI; Vincent Roehling & Robin, 1986) . For example, clinic-referred fathers tended to have unrealistic expectations involving "perfectionism" and complete "obedience" from their teenagers. Similarly, clinic-referred teenagers expected their Parents always to treat them fairly and to give them as much freedom as they wanted. Although the cognitive variables discriminated between distressed and nondistressed groups, little evidence was found to suggest that these beliefs were related to either the frequency or the intensity of conflicts. In general, there is a paucity of studies examining the role of parent-adolescent beliefs as they relate to conflict. The deficit in the literature is notable, given that a number of researchers have postulated that family members' dysfunctional beliefs, particularly attributions are likely to escalate conflicts (Fincham, Bradbury, & Grynch, in press; Foster & Robin, 1988; Jacobson, Waggoner McDonald, Follette, & Berley, 1985; Robin & Foster, 1989) and might be associated with physical abuse within the family (Hotaling, 1980; Larrance & Twentyman, 1983) .
The marital literature, in contrast, provides consistent support for the association between attributions, marital satisfaction, and conflict behavior. Typically, attributions among married couples have been examined with use of the Marital Attribution Style Questionnaire (MASQ; Bradbury & Fincham, 1989; Fincham, Beach & Nelson, 1987; updated version, Relationship Attribution Measure, Fincham & Bradbury, 1992) . The MASQ depicts four to eight negative hypothetical spousal behaviors and asks subjects to rate the causes of behavior on Likert-type scales reflecting six attribution dimensions. These dimensions include beliefs about the locus, globality, and
